
Extended Abstract 

The gregarious nature of Man leads him to group in societies, each of them composed 

by a homogeneous set of individuals, which share common characteristics and 

interests. Associated with the sense of belonging to a certain society, with specific 

characteristics, the idea of a collective/cultural identity is generated. 

On the other hand, inevitably Man also establishes relations with the surrounding 

environment, organizing, developing and creating, according to his own will, structures 

that seem favorable to him, in order to satisfy his needs. It is during this process that he 

prints its mark in Nature and creates Landscape.  

This way, over time and along History, marks of the collective memory – heritage – are 

being built. The transfer of the heritage through the generations is the assurance of that 

collective identity, without which the survival of a society would be compromised. In 

turn, it is essential that society can recognize that heritage. Sometimes is difficult due 

to the ignorance regarding such object. This is the reason why valorisation and 

disclosure actions have such an importance. 

Associated with a period of our history – the French Invasions – there is a heritage 

linked to the defensive system that determined the end of the Peninsular War in 

Portugal – The Lines of Torres Vedras. A great part of that heritage survived until today 

even though most people had no knowledge of its existence. With the celebrations of 

200 years of the Napoleonic Invasions, that defensive system earned some attention in 

literature and some valorisation projects were developed. However, it still remains 

unknown to a large part of the society. This heritage represents part of our History that 

cannot be forgotten, as it represents the guarantee of subsistence of a collective 

identity. Therefore claiming for an intervention in terms of its valorisation and 

disclosure. 

In this sense, the present work intends to be a new contribution to the valorisation of 

this heritage (in the municipality of Mafra), exploring other associated aspects (social, 

biological, geological, etc.) and taking advantage of this subject as a vehicle to the 

awareness of society about environmental issues, especially for the importance of 

geodiversity. Moreover, this work is also intended to become a contribution in the area 

of Territorial Planning. 

The starting point of this work is the analysis of that heritage as well as a critique of the 

existing projects, towards understanding the potential of each structure and the 

features that can be improved/enhanced. 

In order to ascertain the local characteristics with maximum accuracy, field visits of 

were deemed indispensible, trying to dispel the inaccuracies and limitations of a 

theoretical work based only on cartography. Before the fieldwork, the study of the 

cartography of the area, including military maps, orthophotomaps and the location of 

the fortifications was carried out. 

Then worksheets with the characterization of each fortified position were elaborated. 

The following parameters were focused in the worksheets: Geology, Fort’s Morphology, 

Conservation Status; Visual Quality, Vegetation, Access and Strategic Position. It was 

further elaborated a Worksheet for a non fortified position, Socorro´s Sierra, because of 

its importance in the communication system and, consequently, in the whole defensive 



strategy. The data collected during the field work, particularly that related with geology, 

was subsequently checked with geological cartography. 

Heritage cannot be seen isolated as it was conditioned, and also conditioned, many 

other aspects. Therefore, for understanding this kind of heritage it is important to 

consider not only the social/cultural aspects but also the natural factors, such as 

geology and geomorphology. In fact relevant geological features were identify, 

although none of them gathers exceptional characteristics that may justify a special 

safeguard or classification as geological heritage. Through the 

geological/geomorphological framework of the cultural heritage, it is possible to take an 

important role in the awareness of society towards environmental issues, particularly in  

the area of geodiversity. A holistic vision of this heritage, in all of its aspects, and its 

inclusion in one strategy of valorisation represents an asset in the sense that it allows 

the inclusion of several fields of interest and, therefore, more diverse public. 

Taking into account the diversity of the characteristics associated with the fortifications, 

especially in those related with the access conditions and visual quality, it can be 

concluded that the valorisation strategy to be adopted may also be differentiated in 

order to potentiate the features of each structure. Thus, it was further concluded that 

this heritage’s strategy of valorisation may be underpinned by three key-points: the 

definition of thematic categories and the selection of the fortifications to be included in 

each of them; the elaboration of a guide (as an unifying document); and the 

development of measures to promote the involvement of local populations.  

Attending to the characteristics of the fortifications, the establishment of three themes 

were proposed – “Exploration and Adventure”, “On Family” and “Panoramic” – each of 

them with a specific valorisation and disclosure method.  

The theme “Exploration and Adventure” was based on characteristics such as location, 

access and conservation status. Some of the fortifications are located in inhospitable 

places, where access conditions are quite poor, and some of them are also in a high 

stage of degradation, establishing themselves as a major challenge for explorers. 

On the other hand, the theme “On Family” also considers those characteristics but 

includes those fortifications that have better access conditions and that are in a good 

stage of conservation, thus this positions may be visited by the whole family, including 

the youngest members. 

The theme “Panoramic” takes particular attention to the visual quality, including those 

fortifications that can proportionate not only a wide view but also a good one.  

It was also to the concluded that the elaboration of a guide, as an unifying element, is 

of major importance, otherwise the information may become dispersed and the goals of 

disclosure may not be achieved.  

Finally, we believe that the engagement of local populations is crucial, as this will have 

an active role not only in spreading but also in the preservation of this heritage, so we 

propose some forms of awareness. 


