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ABSTRACT 

By ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Portugal started a process that 

lead to the extension of its continental shelf. The extension project is the last opportunity to 

undertake, in a peaceful manner, new maritime territories, under state´s sovereignty and jurisdiction. 

In a world of shortages of raw materials and other vital resources, the ability to extend the continental 

shelf beyond 200 nautical miles is of undeniable importance for the access to mineral, energy and 

biogenetic resources. 

We intend to analyze what has been done to transform the potential power of the Portuguese 

continental shelf in national power, trying to identify the factors that underlie the transformation 

process. We also want to debate the concepts of potential power and national power, identify the 

elements to recognize the continental shelf as a factor of national power, study the environmental 

context in which the process of powers conversion is taking place, and identify the challenges posed 

by the use of the potential power of the Portuguese continental shelf. 

In order to reach these goals, we used the adapted from the perspective of systemic analysis 

carried out by David Easton, as proposed by Adriano Moreira in “Ciência Política”. For the definition 

of technical data collection and analysis we followed Carlos Diogo Moreira in “Teorias e Práticas de 

Investigação”, while for the seizure of data from the analysis model we used the method of abductive 

inference, as defined by Edward Waltz in “Knowledge Management in the Intelligence Enterprise”. 

This study identifies the factors of conversion of the potential power to national power, according 

to their genetic, structural and operational aspects. We recognize the genetic factors as: (i) the 

mobilization of Portuguese society around the use of continental shelf resources, (ii) the knowledge of 

the Portuguese scientists, and (iii) the natural resources of the continental shelf. As structural level 

factors we identified: (i) integrated management of the maritime affairs, and (ii) the coastal space 

management. As operational factors we consider: (i) the sustained exploitation of marine resources, 

and (ii) the security of the Portuguese sea. 

The conclusions we present will allow the decision-makers to have a better understanding of the 

whole extension project, to evaluate the cost-benefit inherent in the development of such a project 

and identify possible courses of action to pursue in order to take advantage of the continental shelf 

potential power. 
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